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step she was contemplating, and consequently had no
opportunity to interpose a restraint until it was too late.53
When Aehrenthal wrote Billow on September 26 of the
Buchlau bargain, the German authorities were scattered at
various summer resorts. Billow was at his villa at Norder-
ney on the North Sea coast; Schoen, the Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs, was at Berchtesgaden in the Bavarian
Tyrol; and the Kaiser was at Rominten in East Prussia.
AehrenthaTs letter of September 26 wandered first to
Norderney, and then, after a delay, to Rominten, so that
the Kaiser did not learn of Austria's intentions until the
very day of. annexation. He was highly indignant, not only
that he had been kept so long in ignorance, but also at
Austria's action itself. He regarded it as an unjustifiable
attack on Turkey, which would be disastrous to German
influence in Constantinople, threaten the Bagdad Railway,
and sow suspicion in England against the Central Powers.
""Vienna will be charged with duplicity and not unjustly.
She has duped us in a most unheard-of fashion." "My
personal feelings as an ally have been most seriously
wounded." Such were some of the Kaiser's marginal com-
ments. He feared that this was the beginning of the parti-
tion of Turkey, and might lead to a European war. "If the
Sultan in his necessity declares war, and hoists in Constanti-
nople the green flag of the Holy War, I should not blame
him." "With a policy of this kind Austria will drive us into
a dangerous opposition to Russia," He was afraid that if
53 Aehrenthal had preferred to face even his ally with a fait accompli.
At the end of August, he had twice assured Germany he had no intention
of annexing Bosnia and Herzegovina (G.P., XXVI, 20-22). On Sept
5, he hinted to Schoen of the bargain he was planning with Izvolski (ibid.,
p. 26 f.); but the first definite information was his letter to Billow of
Sept. 26 (ibid., p. 35), which did not reach the Kaiser at Rominten
until Oct. 6 (ibid., 53, note). The Austrian Ambassador in Paris pre-
sented Emperor Francis Joseph's letter concerning the annexation. on
Oct. 3; thus the President of France was officially informed three days
before the German Emperor,—a fact which greatly incensed the Kaiser
(ibid., 53, 102).

